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Frankly Speaking –

by Frank Jordan

because I came breathtak-
ingly close to falling off 
the horse.
    In another memorable
moment, I entered the
“Buddy-Pick-Up” – a
timed contest where a
friend on horseback has a
buddy on a barrel attempt
to jump on the back of the
horse as it comes around
the barrel and return to the
other end of the arena for
exit. Barrel-man was my
part.
    If you have never tried
to hop up on a huge barrel
when you have very short
legs, then you don’t begin
to know the embarrass-
ment of having an arena
full of people laughing
while you try to climb the
barrel by leaning over it
and then raising one leg at
a time to stand – especially
if it takes four attempts!
    Then my buddy brought
the horse around the wrong
way and as I leaped aboard
in a sad Spider-Man imita-
tion, I was more an orna-
ment hanging on the back
of the horse than a rider;
entering the exit gate at a
90 degree angle instead of
upright! Frankly speaking,
my family insisted my
rodeo career end to prevent
their being humiliated fur-
ther by my prowess in
horsemanship, but shock
reined when we won the
event!

    The Trinity Valley Ex-
position Rodeo was the
event of the year for this
young boy. The event
began with the grand entry
in which cowboys and
cowgirls rapidly circled
and figure-eighted the
arena, highlighted by the
patriotic talk of the rodeo
announcer accompanied
by the standing crowd with
hats off and hands on
hearts singing the “Star
Spangled Banner.” My
aunt had Box 77 near
where the bull riders, with
snorting mammoths under-
neath, entered the arena. 
    A vivid memory, in ad-
dition to flying clods of un-
known composition that
often flew at us at the
speed of light, was the bull
that decided to exit the
arena through our box by
jumping the protective
wire. I had often wondered
how 10 ounces of chicken
wire was going to stop a
2,000-pound bull and we
discovered the obvious – it
won’t!
    The bull actually
seemed more surprised
than the six people staring
in horror directly at his
slimy saliva as he (defi-
nitely a he!) hung on the
fence, while the clown did
his magic and, with his
shouting and cajoling, redi-
rected the freight train with
a hump to return to the
main arena. I was fearless
hiding under the chair in
the crowded space with a
shirt, jeans and boots all
exhibiting real BS. When
the screaming stops and
your breath returns, the
true thrill of a life-long
TVE memory becomes
embossed to be enjoyed for
life!
    The TVE was a major
part of my early and later
life as I have served as a
TVE director twice and am
very proud to have been a
TVE board member when
the current modern arena
was constructed. During
those times I served with
such long-time TVE sup-
porters as Johnny Remkes
where we collected the
TVE rentals from the car-
nival folks after midnight
each day and from whom I
learned to call Quarter
Horse contests.
    Sheriff Buck Eckols
showing me his National
Champion Cowboy belt
buckles is a wonderful last-
ing memory. And then
there was Hoot Gressett
who provided me a horse
for the TVE director arena-
entry without telling me
the horse, which was huge,
would not stop unless he
heard a special whistle
from Hoot. As I streaked
past the other directors
mounted on their station-
ary steeds, I heard the loud
laughter and knew I was
had.  

    The humongous horse
finally halted after Hoot
sounded the stop signal as
I approached the far end of
the arena. I finally arrived
back at the horizontal line
of dignitaries who were
stunned when the huge
steed reared up and pawed
the air, presenting a picture
for which the Lone Ranger
and Silver would have
been jealous! I tipped my
hat majestically to all, rel-
ishing the huge crowd ap-
plause, with me alone
knowing my blue jeans
needed changing a-s-a-p
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    LIBERTY - The city of
Liberty was notified that it
was a victim of a fraudu-
lent wire transfer totaling
approximately $600,000.
The transfer was initiated
in response to a payment
request received via a
lookalike email domain
impersonating a legiti-
mate vendor to whom the
City owed payment. The
City’s bank was alerted by
the receiving bank that the
transfer appeared poten-
tially fraudulent after the
payment had gone
through. 
    The City had a legiti-
mate outstanding obliga-
tion to the vendor in the
amount of the transfer.
This legitimate debt con-
tributed to the initial as-
sessment of the validity of
the payment request. The
City’s internal network
was not compromised;
this isolated incident ap-
pears to have originated
from an external source

using a domain designed
to closely resemble the
vendor’s legitimate email
address. 
    The Liberty Police De-
partment is working with
other appropriate Federal
law enforcement agen-
cies. The matter remains
under active investigation.
No legitimate party asso-
ciated with the original
debt, including the City,
the vendor, or any of the
City’s consultants is sus-
pected of wrongdoing. 
    The City has placed a
claim with its insurance
carrier related to this cy-
bersecurity incident. Due
to the ongoing investiga-
tion, we are unable to pro-
vide additional comments
or details at this time. 

    The City strengthened
reviewing its vendor pay-
ment verification proce-
dures and will continue to
cooperate fully with Fed-
eral law enforcement. 

City of Liberty victim of $600,000 fraud

    LIBERTY - The SHC
Quarterly Book Club will
meet Tuesday, Oct. 27, at the
Sam Houston Regional Li-
brary and Research Center
(SHC) to discuss Matt
Haig’s “The Midnight Li-
brary.” This popular book
club novel centers around an
unusual library filled with
books of alternate lives one
might lead. Join us for this
fun, free and informal gath-
ering of readers from 6-7
p.m. No membership or reg-
istration is required.
    Featuring fictional works
with a connection to the
world of museums, archives
and libraries, the SHC book

club is open to all and meets
in the Center’s main build-
ing at 650 FM 1011 in Lib-
erty. Home to extensive
archival holdings document-
ing Southeast Texas, a li-
brary collection and a
museum, the Center offers
an ideal setting for discus-
sions about novels tied to
these fields. Each meeting
will be led by SHC staff.
      Interested participants may
obtain a copy of the novels
through their local library or fa-
vorite bookstore to prepare for the
conversation. For more informa-
tion, contact SHC staff at (936)
336-8821 or via email at Sam-
HoustonCenter@tsl.texas.gov.

SHC Book Club meets next Tuesday

   Ben Smith came by the Liberty Munici-
pal Library’s Book Sale recently. He said
that he was searching out books about
electricity.


