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Frankly Speaking –

by Frank Jordan

Where Did Car Names Come From?
Benz came from a 1926
merger between Karl Benz
who designed the first in-
ternal combustion car en-
gine and DMG, which had
inspired Emil Jellinek to
name his DMG racecars
after his daughter Mer-
cedes. 

    Why are our cars called
names like Chevrolet,
Honda, Cadillac and
Buick? A new French
word, “automobile” was
patented by inventor Ran-
som E. Olds during the
mid-1890s leading to
Oldsmobile. Mercedes

    David Buick, invented
the overhead valve engine
and founded Buick Motor
Car Co. in 1903. William
C. Durant, the industrialist
who founded GM, took
over Buick and kept the
Buick name and car for
one of his company divi-
sions. After financial trou-
ble in 1904, Buick stayed
on as a director, but left in
1908 and died in 1929,
sadly unable to even afford
one of his namesake cars.
    Strangely enough, William
C. Durant, who almost sin-
gle handedly created Gen-
eral Motors, never sought
to have a”Durant” car. Du-
rant incorporated under the
name International Motors
Company in 1908, but
legal counsel suggested
General Motors Company
to avoid conflict with sim-
ilar names in use and law-
suits.
    Durant brought Louis
Chevrolet as a famous and
fearless racecar driver into
his company in 1911, but
Swiss-born Chevrolet re-
signed two years later. But
again, Durant liked and
kept the name for his line
of Chevrolet vehicles. Re-
member Dinah Shore belt-
ing out, “Drive your
Chevrolet through the
USA!”
    Did you know Henry
Ford was fired from an
early auto company that
had his name? The Henry
Ford Company traded
freely on Ford’s early fame
as an inventor and racer,
according to the Encyclo-
pedia of American Busi-
ness and Biography, but
fired him in 1902, “because
he was spending all his
time developing a race car,
not a passenger car.” Big
mistake – HUGE mistake!
    After Ford departed, the
company was renamed
Cadillac after Antoine
Laumet de la Mothe Cadil-
lac, the French nobleman
who founded Detroit in
1703. Cadillac eventually
became another Durant
model in General Motors’
car corral in 1909. After his
firing, Ford formed his
new firm, the Ford Motor
Company in 1903. He in-
troduced the firm’s highly
popular low priced Model
T and then Model A, mak-

ing cars affordable to the
general public and the Ford
Motor Company a finan-
cial success.
    A special auto was the
Jordan Playboy, a gorgeous
car sold from 1916-1931
when the depression killed
off the high-end stylish car.
In 1922, Ford bought Lin-
coln Motors, obviously
named for Abraham Lin-
coln, out of bankruptcy.
Ford used the former air-
craft company to launch
his luxury Lincoln car line.
Word is Matthew Mc-
Conaughey hasn’t hurt
Lincoln sales either!
    Surprisingly, the Ford
Mustang was not named
after a wild horse, but an
airplane! John Naijar, co-
designer of the first Ford
Mustang’ prototype in
1961, was a fan of the
World War II P-51 Mus-
tang fighter plane and is
credited by Ford to have
suggested the name. Yes –
I know, the emblem on the
car is a horse! Go figure.
    Toyota came from the
Toyoda loom works in
Kariya, Japan, which
changed the “d” to a “t”
because it appeared more
elegant in Japanese script.
Pontiac of course was a
renowned Indian chief.
Mechanic Soichiro Honda
started producing motor-
ized bicycles after World
War II, later to produce
popular Honda cars.
    Volkswagen, meaning
“people’s car” in German,
was inspired by Adolf
Hitler’s desire in 1917 for
a car for the common folk.
The Bavarian Motor
Works known as BMW,
first made airplane engines
with a logo design of a
white propeller against a
blue sky. That propeller
logo today is unchanged,
but now on high-dollar
BMW cars.
    The Jaguar name repre-
senting the sleek and fast
jungle cat won out over
other animal names in
1935. In 1939, Ford intro-
duced the Mercury after
the fleet-footed messenger
of the gods. Frankly speak-
ing, my favorite is still the
stick-shift 1957 Chevy Im-
pala, my first car, exempli-
fying true love between
man and auto.
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We’d love to see you soon. We’ve saved you a seat!

Join us this Sunday for Bible Classes for all ages at 9 a.m. and
stay for Worship at 10 a.m. 
T•T

We meet Sunday night at 5 p.m. and Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.
T•T

We meet at 3201 North Main Street and have a parking space
just for you.

    Early voting begins
Tues., Feb. 17, and contin-
ues through Feb. 27. Elec-
tion day is Tues., March 3.
Candidates appearing on
the ballot are listed below.
Note also that there are
Propositions for both po-
litical parties that will ap-
pear on this ballot. Races
without an opposing can-
didate may not be listed.

REPUBLICAN
BALLOT

U.S. Senator:
Virgil John Bierschwale,

Sara Canady,
Anna Bender,
Ken Paxton,

Gulrez “Gus” Khan,
John Cornyn,

John O. Adefope,
Wesley Hunt

U.S. Representative,
District 9:

Terry Lee Thain,
Dwayne Stovall,

Crystal DeLeon Sarmiento,
Michael A. Curran,

Alex Mealer,
Briscoe Cain,
Jaimy Blanco,
Steve Stockman,

Dan Mims

Governor:
Pete “Doc” Chambers,

Arturo Espinosa,
R.F. “Bob” Achgill,

Charles Andrew Crouch,
Mark V. Goloby,
Greg Abbott,

County Chair:
Craig McNair,
Wesley Thomas,
Ryan Taylor

DEMOCRAT
BALLOT

U.S. Senator:
James Talarico,

Ahmad R. Hassan,
Jasmine Crockett

US. Representative,
District 9:
Todd Ivey,

Leticia Gutierrez,
Peter Filler,
Marty Rocha,
Terry Virts,

Earnest Clayton, Jr.

Governor:
Bobby Cole,
Zach Vance,
Chris Bell,

Andrew White,
Gina Hinojosa,

Jose Navarro Balbuena,
Angela “TiaAngie” Villescaz,

Patricia Abrego,
Carlton W. Hart

Lieutenant Governor:
Vikki Goodwin,

Marcos Isaias Velez,
Courtney Head

Attorney General:
Joe Jaworski,

Anthony “Tony” Box,
Nathan Johnson

Comptroller of
Public Accounts:
Savant Moore,
Michael Lange,
Sarah Eckhardt

Commissioner of the
General Land Office:

Benjamin Flores,
Jose Loya

Chief Justice,
Supreme Court:
Maggie Ellis,
Cory L. Carlyle

Justice, Supreme
Court, Place 7:

Gordon Goodman,
Kristen Hawkins

Member, State Board of
Education, District No. 7:

Adam Khan,
Janell Burse,
Ben Estrada,

Tiffany Perkinz,
Debra Drake Ambroise

State Representative,
District No. 18
Valorie Barton

Democratic Party Chair:
Michael Mark

Judge, Court of
Criminal Appeals,

Place 9:
John Messinger,
Jennifer Balido

State Senate District 3:
Rhonda Ward,
Trent Ashby

District Judge,
75th Judicial District:
James ”JD” Chandler,
Michelle Merendino,
Zack M. Zbranek,

David “Glenn” Williams

District Judge,
253rd Judicial District:

Chap Cain,
Josh Fitzgerald

County Judge:
Jay Knight

Judge,
County Court
at Law No. 1:

Thomas A. “Tommy”
Chambers

District Clerk:
Dolores Wiley

County Clerk:
Lee Haidusek Chambers

County Treasurer:
Kim Harris,

Jackie G. Johnson

County Commissioner
Pct. 2:

Jacob Allen Mullins,
Layne Crouch,
Wade Brown,

Richard Himburg,
Greg Arthur

County Commissioner
Pct. 4:

John Headrick,
Gerald Kolarik,
Brant Elliott 

JP Pct. 1:
Stephen Hebert

JP Pct. 2:
Briana Dryer,
Robert Adams,
Jimmy Belt 

JP Pct. 3:
Cody Parrish

JP Pct. 4:
Larry Wilburn

JP Pct. 5:
Joe Williams,
J.W. Gardiner,
Bryant Kutra,
Joe McAnally

JP Pct. 6:
Ralph Fuller

Evelyn Brooks,
Stephen Samuelson,

Ronnie Tullos,
Kenneth Hyde,
Nathaniel Welch

Lieutenant Governor:
Dan Patrick,

Timothy Mabry,
Esala Wueschner,

Perla Muñoz Hopkins

Attorney General:
Joan Huffman,
Aaron Reitz,

Mayes Middleton,
Chip Roy

Comptroller of Public
Accounts:

Kelly Hancock,
Michael Berlanga,
Don Huffines,
Christi Craddick

Commissioner of
Agriculture:
Nate Sheets,
Sid Miller

Railroad Commissioner:
James “Jim” Matlock,

Hawk Dunlap,
Jim Wright,

Katherine Culbert
Bo French

Judge, Court of
Criminal Appeals,

Place 3:
Alison Fox,

Thomas Smith,
Brent Coffee,

Lesli Fitzpatrick

Republican, Democrat candidates listed; early voting begins Feb. 17

    ABILENE, TX - Emma
Hargrave of Dayton has
been named to the Fall
2025 Dean’s Honor Roll at
Abilene Christian Univer-
sity. Hargrave is a junior

majoring in Finance. To
qualify for the Dean’s
Honor Roll, students must
be registered for 12 or
more credit hours and earn
a GPA of 3.6 or higher.

    CAPE GIRARDEAU,
MO - Southeast Missouri
State University celebrated
December 2025 graduate
McCoy Casey of Dayton.

All students who completed
their degrees were honored
during the fall commence-
ment ceremonies held Sat-
urday, December 13.

Hargrave named to Dean’s Honor Roll

Casey graduates from SMSU

  John Coleman, bailiff for Judge
Wes Hinch’s Liberty County Court
at Law #2, dropped by the GOP’s
Candidate Meet & Greet last week,
no doubt lured in by the abun-
dance of tasty snacks and treats. 
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