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Frankly Speaking –

by Frank Jordan

avoid confronting a skunk.
Skunks only spray when threat-
ened, so don’t threaten them.
     Skunks have very poor sight
so if you have a confrontation,
speak only in a low voice, includ-
ing avoiding a loud shout often
including profanity. Some say
stay perfectly still and hope the
skunk, not being threatened, will
just walk away. If the skunk stays
in place more than five minutes,
you have a problem.
     You’re probably like me, and
not going to stay still, waiting for
the skunk to make a decision.
You need to know just before a
skunk fires its spray of stink, the
skunk stamps its feet and turns
around since the spray glands are
located near the anus. If you see
your confronted skunk doing this
little dance, forget standing still
and run because you are about to
get skunked.
     If you get sprayed in the face,
immediately flush your face and
eyes with water. The sulfur-alco-
hol compound that skunks emit
can cause temporary blindness,
which for some leads to bigger
vision issues. Skip the V8 juice,
lemon juice and air fresheners.
With rare exceptions, tomato
juice doesn’t take the smell of
skunk off of you, your dog or
your clothes. You will have a
combination stink of skunk odor
combined with lemony or toma-
toey hints of fragrance.
     Instead, you must neutralize
the chemicals in the spray. Mix
one quart of three percent hydro-
gen peroxide, one teaspoon mild
dishwashing detergent and 1/2
cup baking soda, preferably out-
side in a bucket. Lather, rinse and
repeat. Pet stores also now sell
special sprays formulated to neu-
tralize the intense skunk odor, so
if in an area frequented by your
small black friends with a white
stripe, try these specialty products.
     If you have been bitten, you
must be aware skunks in rare sit-
uations have been known to carry
rabies. Notify your public health
department within 24 hours of
the incident. Frankly speaking,
the skunks are as frightened of
you as you are of them so just
avoid each other. You are five to
six times taller than the small
creatures with the big smell and
since you aren’t going to spray
them back, just give them room
and avoid the boom. How you
convince your cat or dog not to
paw or bark is another matter,
with a memorable moment al-
most certain to occur to ruin your
day – you’ve been skunked!

     As I went to my garbage can
to dispose of unwanted leftovers,
I started to drop the bag into the
container with no lid when two
eyes were looking at me from in-
side the can. Attached was a
small black furry body with a
white stripe down the middle of
the back. No, I didn’t get sprayed
because I set a record for walking
backwards holding a bag of
garbage!
     Then I realized the poor
skunk was there just seeking pro-
tected shelter from potential
predators surrounded by a few
meals. It’s amazing the instant re-
actions these little animals create
and no other creature can an-
nounce its presence, alive or dead
road kill, like a skunk.
     So, why do we call a skunk a
skunk? Skunk is derived from
the Native American Algonquian
Indian word seka-kwa literally
meaning urinating fox. Now that
is a sensible derivation since
there is a similar appearance to a
small fox possessing a unique
odor when issued. We all know
that penetrating smell and espe-
cially if you unfortunately get
sprayed by a threatened skunk. If
you, or possibly a pet, are the vic-
tim of skunk spray, you have a
challenging condition to over-
come – you stink!
     One step at a time. What do
you do if encountering a skunk
and then what can you do to
overcome and eliminate that
awful smell whether from you or
a pet? The most effective preven-
tive from being sprayed is to
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Skunked?

GERALD KOLARIK

Kolarik seeks voter support
in run-off election

    It’s me again, Liberty
County Precinct 4 Commis-
sioner, Gerald Kolarik, and I
am once again asking for
your vote for County Com-
missioner. I was honored in
the primary as your candi-
date of choice with over
46% of the vote. I will need
every one of the votes cast in
the primary election, plus
votes from those who sup-
ported Brant Eliott to win
the runoff.
    To briefly reintroduce
myself, I am a lifelong resi-
dent of Dayton, retired Turn-
around Manager for
ExxonMobil, and served 15
years on Dayton ISD’s
Board of Trustees. I am a
married father of two, grand-
father of five, and a lifelong
member of St.Joseph’s/St.
Anne’s Catholic Church.
     My work-life experience

suggests there is always a bet-
ter, more effective way to run
a business, and the business of
our county is no exception.
When looking at organiza-
tional improvement, it is al-
ways easier to identify
corrective action in other de-
partments. However, I will
focus my energy on road and
bridge cost effectiveness, syn-
ergies with other precincts,
and fair, data driven road fund-
ing formulas. I will continue to
advocate for staunch financial
stewardship and prudent tax
incentives for businesses
wanting to locate in Liberty
County. Last, but certainly not
least, we must strengthen our
development standards and
provide the process and re-
sources to enforce them.
    Finally, if you believe our
county should be managed
in an open, honest, and
transparent manner, with an
experienced county commis-
sioner, then please vote for
me on May 26.
    *Early voting is May 18-
22, 7 a.m. until 7 p.m. at the
Dayton Community Center
and the Cleveland Civic
Center. (Liberty County vot-
ers can vote at any county
election location during
early voting and on election
day.)
Pol. Adv. Paid for by Gerald Kolarik
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6 p.m.

Meal&Bible
Study

Come Hear the Word!
Pastor Vicki Hough

is filled with the Holy Spirit and loves the Lord!
Available anytime day or night 409-277-1613.
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South Liberty Global Methodist Church
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     Addison Sopchak of Hardin
High School was a recipient of
The Better Business Bureau
(BBB) Southeast Texas Foun-
dation’s “Student of Integrity”
scholarship. The $2,500 schol-
arships are presented personally
by members of the BBB Foun-
dation Board of Trustees during
senior awards ceremonies at the
recipient’s respective high
school. The Foundation awards
one winner in each of the eight
counties served, with three win-
ners selected from Jefferson
County due to the density of the
student population. Students
who embody the highest stan-
dards of ethics, character, and
community leadership while
achieving academic excellence
are honored. Each student un-
derwent a rigorous application
process, including essays and
recommendations that high-
lighted their commitment to
doing the right thing, even when
no one is watching.

ADDISON SOPCHAK

Sopchak receives
$2,500 scholarship
from BBB SE Texas

Payne, 556; Josefina Villegas,
162

Devers ISD
     Trustee Position 4: Donna
“Sissy” Hebert, 57; Tiffiny
Tucker, 58

Hardin ISD
     Trustee Position 7: Michelle
Hotaling, 469; Joey Scheffler,
360

Hull-Daisetta ISD
     Trustee Position 1: Beth
Johnson, 87; Kelvin Burks, 85
     Special Election, Trustee

Position 6 (unexpired term):
Colby Dale Fregia, 89; Anna
Lou Warren, 84
WCID No. 5 (2 to be elected):
David Papillion, 309; Gary
Skeet Raggio, 444; David

Richards, 300
WCID No. 1 (3 to be elected):
Leroy Hanel, 26; Ben Warren,
31; Scott Krzyzanowski, 17;
James Psencik, 42; Jamie

Snapp, 31
Liberty ISD Bond (Prop A):

For, 503; Against, 556

May 2 election results, Continued from Page A-1


