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HISTORY & FOLKLORE

The Last'mg Impovtance
of Gevaldine
Humphveys

The lasting importance of
Geraldine Humphreys must be
noted since she is the original
benefactor and namesake of the
Humphreys Cultural Center. My
mother described her this way:

Geraldine D. Humphreys, a
name on a Foundation, donor of
the beautiful new Cultural
Complex, but what of the
woman herself? Too
few people remem-
ber her or, in fact,
ever really knew
her. /

A gift, of alf
necessity, is a
projection of the
person who gives
it, and without
this knowledge it
becomes less of the
true giver and more of
the current dispenser. This is a
tragedy in itself, for Geraldine
Humphreys deserves recogni-
tion for her generosity, and she
deserves to be remembered for
herself “each man in his own
season.”

Mrs. Humphreys died in
1961, but she who had been a
semi-recluse for most of her
later years, became even more
of one after the death of her
only and adored daughter,
Kalita.

When in 1954, a tragic plane
crash took the lives of Kalita
and Joe Burson, it marked a “re-
tirement of spirit” for this
strong-willed woman.

Mrs. Humphreys’ dominant
personality bore the firm stamp of
her pioneer ancestors. She was
not one to brook nonsense, dis-
agreement, or triviality. She was
a basic person who loved art,
beauty, travel, nature especially,
and sometimes tolerated the more
agreeable of her fellow man.

She had wit herself and firm
integrity, bearing little tolerance
for those who did not also pos-
sess those qualities. She was an
original and she reared her
daughter to be an individual in
her own right; a great achieve-
ment for a strong character.

Whole generations of school
children, now grown to adult-
hood, remember passing the
tangle that was Seven Pines to
and from school. The more in-
trepid walked on the narrow dirt
lane next to the wildwood un-
derbrush. Those that took dares
darted furtively inside to catch
a glimpse of the “witch.” This
annoyed and amused her. Al-
though she did not care for tres-
passers, her wry sense of
humour appreciated the turn of
children’s imaginative fancies.

Large iron gates, beautifully
wrought pillars like a fragment
of the Parthenon laid down im-
probably in the heart of Liberty,
cement posts, all inundated by
trees whose seeds had once
more grown into trees interlac-
ing in a maze — this was Seven
Pine before the razing for con-
struction of the new edifice to
culture.

Dogwood, redbud, haw,
azaleas and camellias grown
into giants grew in thickets with
only irregular paths (once more
formal) where she walked in
peace and isolation. Liberty was
aretreat, a resting place, but she
always called Galveston her
other home.

Born Camilla Geraldine
Davis, in the city of Galveston
on June 16, 1876, to Camilla
Gertrude Hardin and George W.
Davis (son of John I. Davis and
Sarah Green of Huntsville), she
began life as the daughter of a
prominent Galveston lawyer,

later moving to Dallas at the age
of five.

She had two sisters, Frank
Christi and George Agatha and
two brothers, George Wirt (later
to become one of the state’s
wealthiest men) and Percy.
Mrs. Humphreys was a striking
figure in her youth and quite ac-

tive in Dallas’ social affairs.
She studied art, both in

this country and later
A briefly abroad and
was fond of travel
in Europe.

She met and
married her hus-
band, Col. Hum-
phreys, relatively
late in life, moved
to Galveston with
him in 1925 where he
served many years as Col-
lector of Customs.

Her house there was quite
large and rambling, but
uniquely her own. She was a
brilliant woman and felt no
need to conform to ordinary
“little minds.”

Liberty and Seven Pines,
was a place visited, with whim
dictating their comings and go-
ings. Two houses were main-
tained in Seven Pines as their
dwelling. One, known as the
“club house,” was later used as
a dining and recreation house
and still later used by her
daughter, Kalita, and son-in-
law, as one of their Liberty area
homes (the other being in
Hardin).

After her marriage she be-
came interested in history and
organized the Daughters of the
Republic of Texas in Liberty.
The Daughters of the American
Revolution was another patri-
otic organization she was inter-
ested in for some time during
this period before, as she grew
older, seclusion, with her birds
and beautiful camellias, became
more pleasant than crowds of
people.

Always essentially, she was
a basic person with artificial
trappings having very little
meaning to her.She was devoted
to her daughter, Kalita, and
somewhat intolerant of the the-
atre that took her far away to
New York, removed from her
mother’s life.

However, in spite of this,
she was proud of her daughter’s
artistic achievements and after
her death, desirous to leave a
theatre as an edifice in memory
of her daughter (named Kalita
Humphreys Theatre — situated
in the Dallas Theatre Center)
and talked seriously many times
of her intention to leave a the-
atre, as her daughter and son-in-
law had begun to build, in
Liberty in her memory.

Mrs. Humphreys and her
atecedents, the Hardin’s, were
as typical of Liberty pioneers as
any I can think of. Their past is
interesting and contingent to
Liberty. Their wealth, much of
it amassed here, (with a small
portion now reverting to the city
and area it was derived from), if
it is to be enjoyed — should be
understood and remembered
with admiration. Mrs.
Humphreys expected to live to
be 112 and she had good reason
to think she might as a recorded
“family history” notes. The
structure built resulting from
Mrs. Humphreys’ beneficence,
the Cultural Complex, seems
much like the Hardins — strong,
resolute and part of their sur-
roundings. A fitting gesture, a
lasting memory.

— Richard Nolan Pickett, Sr.
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Thursday, July 20, 1967 —

The picturesque Humphreys’ homes in Liberty are being torn down in Liberty
to make way for new construction.

Seven Pines Estate:

A Legacy of Family, Culture

and Community

Today I would like to
take you on a journey
through time — to a place
deeply rooted in Texas his-
tory and rich with stories of
courage, resilience, and
culture. That place is our
very own Seven Pines.

Seven Pines is more
than just a historic site. It is
a symbol of generations —
of one family’s legacy — of
a community’s growth —
and of how history can
shape the future.

The story begins with
the Hardin family, one of
the earliest and most influ-
ential families in Southeast
Texas. At the center of that
story is Benjamin Franklin
Hardin, known as Frank. A
man whose life mirrored
the very beginnings of
Texas itself.

Born in 1803 in Ten-
nessee, Frank Hardin came
to Texas in 1826, when this
land was still part of Mex-
ico. He and his brother,
Blackburn, settled deep in
the woods along the Trinity
River in the Atascosito Dis-
trict, what we now know as
Liberty County. Over time,
he became a surveyor, sol-
dier, and public servant. He
fought in many key battles
of the Texas Revolution,
including the Battle of San
Jacinto — the decisive mo-
ment that secured Texas in-
dependence. Hardin’s con-
tributions did not stop
there. He served as a legis-
lator, helped shape early
Texas government, and
even played a role in the

creation of  Hardin
County — named in honor
of his family.

But beyond politics and
war, Hardin built something
more lasting — a home.

In 1839, he and his wife
Cynthia O’Brien estab-
lished a residence in town.
This newly-founded town
was named Villa de La
Santisima Trinidad de la
Libertad, later shortened to
Liberty. This home would
later become known as
Seven Pines, and it became
the heart of the Hardin
family for four generations.

The name Seven Pines
itself carries meaning and
legacy. In 1828, Frank and
Blackburn sent their slave,
Rankin, back to Tennessee
to fetch the remaining fam-
ily members to Texas. This
family group of 15, includ-
ing their parents Swan and

Jerusha Hardin, travelled to
Texas in two covered wag-
ons drawn by oxen. When
Swan told Jerusha, who
was short in stature, that
they were to join her sons
in Texas, she replied “I
have counted up my hus-
band, sons, and son-in-law,
and it makes seven. I will be
happy as long as I am sur-
rounded by my seven pines.”

Seven Pines in 1914. Geral-
dine held Seven Pines as her
family’s second home. She
lived primarily with her
husband and daughter,
Kalita, in Galveston. Kalita
had a successful career in
theater. She was a promi-
nent actress in the Galve-
ston Little Theatre. She was
also active in theater pro-
ductions in Dallas, Houston,
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SEVEI}I PINES

i BENJAMIN FRANKLIN HARDIN (1803-1878) CAME TO THIS
AREA WITH OTHER MEMBERS OF HIS FAMILY [N 1826.
SETTLING IN THE ATASCOSITO DISTRICT OF THE MEXICAN
STATE OF COAMUILA Y TEXAS, FRANKLIN HARDIN WAS NAMED
SURVEYOR OF THE DISTRICT IN 1834, AS A MEMBER OF THE
LIBERTY VOLUNTEERS, HE PARTICIPATED IN. THE BATTLE OF
CONCEPCION AND THE SIEGE OF BEXAR [N 1835 AND THE
BATTLE OF SAN JACINTO [N 1836.

HARDIN AND HIS WIFE CYNTHIA O'BRIEN BUILT A HOME ON
THIS SITE IN 1839. THE HOMESITE, LATER KNOWN AS SEVEN
PINES, REMAINED IN THE HARDIN FAMILY FOR FOUR GENERA-
TIONS. THE FAMILY MOVED [TO A/FARM NORTH OF LIBERTY
ABOUT 1845, BUT MOVED BACK AND BUILT A NEW HOUSE
HERE N 1856, WHILE FRANKLIN HARDIN WAS SERVING IN
THE SEVENTH TEXAS LEGISLATURE, HARDIN®COUNTY WAS
CREATED IN 1858 AND NAMED IN HONOR OF HIS FAMILY.

’ FOLLOWING THE DEATHS OF FRANKLIN AND CYNTHIA HARDIN,

| OWNERSHIP OF THE HOMESITE PASSED TO THEIR DESCEN - E
DANTS. GERALDINE DAVIS HUMPHREYS INHERITED THE PROPERTY ;

IN 1914. ONE YEAR LATER THE 1856 HOME WAS DESTROYED

BY FIRE. GERALDINE HUMPHREYS(d.1961) BEQUEATHED SEVEN

i
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B PINES TO THE HUMPHREYS EQUNDATION, WHICH DONATED IT TO
E« THE CITY OF LIBERTY IN 1969.THE GERALDINE D. HUMPHREYS
Mll  CULTURAL CENTER WAS BUILT IN 1969-70. \
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In the early days of the
Hardin family settling in
the back woods along the
Trinity River, the Indians
were still a strong presence
in the area. A Coushatta
chief named Kalita was
particularly admired by
Frank Hardin because he

Virginia, and New York.
Throughout her life,
Kalita’s connection to Lib-
erty remained strong. After
marrying actor and director
Joe Burson, the couple re-
turned to Liberty in the early
1950s. Together, they co-
founded a community the-

was able to control his
braves. During the Texas
Revolution, Frank had
helped to convince Chief
Kalita to stay neutral. To
solidify their friendship,
Frank told Chief Kalita that
he would name his first
child after him. As luck
would have it, the first child
of Frank and Cynthia would be
a girl child. She was named
Kalita, and this name would
become part of the Hardin
family lineage, passed down
through generations as a mean-
ingful and symbolic name. Al-
most every family of Hardin
descendants included a girl
child named Kalita.
Eventually, the property
passed into the hands of a
descendant, Geraldine Davis
Humphreys, who inherited

ater group in 1953 known as
the Valley Players.
Tragically, the life of
Kalita Humphreys Burson
was cut short. In 1954, just
one year after founding the

Valley Players, both she
and her husband were
killed in a plane crash
while traveling to New
York from Texas. She was
only 38 years old. Her death
was a profound loss — but
her legacy did not end there.
In fact, it inspired some-
thing even more lasting.

Geraldine Humphreys
would outlive her daughter
by seven years, dying at
Seven Pines in 1961. The
land known as the Seven
Pines estate was donated to
the city of Liberty in 1969.
The Humphreys Cultural
Center was established on
the grounds of Seven
Pines,  ensuring  that
Kalita’s love for theater
and the arts would live on.
Today, that center houses
the Valley Players theater,
continuing the work that
Kalita began.

So, when we look at
Seven Pines today, we see
more than a historic location.

We see the journey of a
pioneer family.

We see the courage of a
man who helped build Texas.

We see generations pre-
serving their heritage.

We see a daughter who
turned land into a cultural gift.

And we see a young
woman whose passion for
theater continues to inspire
a community decades after
her passing.

Seven Pines stands as a
bridge — between past and
present, between history
and culture, between mem-
ory and legacy.

It reminds us that places
matter — but it is the people,
their stories, and their con-
tributions that give those
places meaning.

And in our Liberty,
Seven Pines continues to
do exactly that.
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